BRENT KNOLL CHURCH OF ENGLAND

PRIMARY SCHOOL
Swimming Policy

2008
ETHOS STATEMENT

Recognising its historic foundation, the school will preserve and develop its religious character in accordance with the principles of the Church of England and in partnership with the Church at parish and diocesan level.

The school aims to serve its community by providing an education of the highest quality within the context of Christian belief and practice.  It encourages an understanding of the meaning and significance of faith, and promotes Christian value through the experience it offers to all its pupils.

MISSION STATEMENT

GETTING THE BEST OUT OF EVERYONE

Building on our Christian foundation and in partnership with parents we aim to provide a friendly, secure and creative environment where everyone may realise their full potential.

HEADTEACHER: 


Miss K. Davidson BA (QTS), NPQH
   CHAIR OF GOVERNORS:
Mrs. N. Warnes 

Brent Street, Brent Knoll, Highbridge, Somerset  TA9 4EQ

Telephone:  (01278)  760546       

Fax:  
  (01278)  769075


SWIMMING POLICY

It is a requirement of the National Curriculum that, at some point during Key Stage 1 or Key Stage 2 pupils should be taught swimming.

Pupils should be taught:-

· to swim unaided, competently and safely, for at least 25m

· to pace themselves in floating and swimming challenges related to speed, distance and personal survival.

· to use recognised arm and leg actions, lying on their front and back.

· use a range of recognised strokes and personal survival skills.

1. THE SCHEME

The scheme of work uses a skills based curriculum linked to the National Curriculum requirements and surpasses requirements in the higher grades.  The scheme reinforces good practice as detailed in the Amateur Swimming Association plan for the teaching of swimming in schools.  By taking children through each level of the award, continuity, progression and ease of assessment are maintained.  Assessment is undertaken towards the end of each teaching programme, the children’s swimming teacher assesses levels of attainment.

2. ADMINISTRATION AT THE POOLSIDE

Children at Brent Knoll usually begin swimming lessons in Year 2 (KS1), lessons then continue each year until the end of Autumn term in Year 4.
Each child is assessed when starting the scheme and placed within an ability group to begin their tuition.  Children then progress at their own pace through the scheme until they reach Advanced Level 3 award (see scheme).
3. IN THE CLASSROOM

At Brent Knoll we believe that learning about being safe near to water is very important, therefore the children are taught about ‘The Water Safety Code, in Class 3.
4. CHARGING

Costs have to be passed on for transport and life guards, the school follow the guidelines stated within the Governors Charging Policy in asking for contributions from parents and guardians.

5. CLOTHING & EQUIPMENT
Children should wear an appropriate swimming costume for their lessons in line with our PE Policy.  Children are allowed (if parents wish) to wear plain blue tracksuit bottoms and T-shirt on the day of swimming lessons to help in reducing the changing times at the pool.  All other equipment is supplied by the pool.
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AWARD SCHEME OVERVIEW

Water Confidence > Level 1 > Level 5 > Advanced Level 1 > Advanced Level 3

Water Confidence to Level 2 – Concentrates upon basic water confidence and the beginning of swimming recognised strokes.

Level 3 – 5 – Concentrates upon the skills needed to develop more formal recognised strokes and stamina.

Advanced Levels – Concentrates upon swimming style and stamina (ASA recommendations).  Work includes life-saving skills and swimming stroke development.
