Ten Top Tips for Parents and Carers
1. Show interest:

Parental interest in a child’s education is the biggest single factor in children’s educational achievement. A relaxed, genuine interest in what your child is learning in school gives strong signals that you really believe their school life and their learning is important.

2. Give time:

Time is probably the greatest gift we can give our children. It will run out, so make the most of it! Giving some time, perhaps at mealtimes or bedtimes, provides opportunities for them to talk through their day or discuss any worries.

3. Let your child be the teacher:

If we can explain something to someone else, or better still, teach someone else, we really secure our own learning. So, ask your child to explain something they have learned – if you don’t really understand it yourself, that’s fine! It is very empowering and motivating for a child to ‘be the teacher’.

4. Read to your child:

Reading to children is as beneficial as hearing them read and we are never too old to be read to! Read whatever you will both enjoy. At Key Stage 2 classic stories like ‘The Hobbit’ and ‘Wind in the Willows’ will do wonderful things for children’s imaginations and vocabulary. ‘Harry Potter’, ‘A Series of Unfortunate Events’ and other books that the children might know as films are also great reads. 

5. Read the same books as your child:

If you read the same books, you can discuss them together – and children’s books are great reads! Join the library together, if you don’t already belong. Librarians are there to offer helpful advice on books you might enjoy.
6. Provide the best conditions you can for homework:

Some children can manage to work with background noise, but a quiet space is ideal. Encourage children to do homework while they are alert and not too tired. If your child is trying to remember something specific e.g. how to spell a word, then writing the word up in large writing on a piece of paper and pinning it up at the foot of the bed or on the wardrobe can really help – our subconscious minds do lots of learning for us while we sleep.

7. Computers:

Computers motivate most children and learning to read on screen is a vital skill our children need to learn. Many children are motivated to write on the computer as well. There are all sorts of useful websites e.g. the BBC website. There is also lots of guidance for parents on the Literacy Trust website. 

8. Praise:

We all respond far better to praise than to criticism. Try to point out the ‘good bits’ in any work the children do e.g. if a word is spelt incorrectly, begin by pointing out the bits that are correct. Then say, “How can we remember this tricky bit?”  If you read something the children have written tell them all the things you like about it before offering any suggestions.

9. Make it real:

      Provide ‘real world’ reasons for reading and writing e.g. researching the ‘Best 

 Buy’ for something you are hoping to buy; following recipes and helping with cooking. Try   

 to do playful and interesting things that are not possible in school.

10. Play and have fun!

Children are programmed to play and motivated by anything presented in the form of a game. Board games, card games, spelling games, computer games, and sport – any form of play that you enjoy is great for children’s emotional well-being and their learning! 
