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BRENT KNOLL CHURCH OF ENGLAND

PRIMARY SCHOOL

Brent Street, Brent Knoll, Highbridge, Somerset TA9 4EQ

Telephone: (01278) 760546

E-Mail: office@brentknoll.somerset.sch.uk
Headteacher: Miss K Davidson B.A(QTS), NPQH
Autumn term 2011
Dear Parents,


 I would like to welcome all the children back to school and the start of another school year. Our new Year 3 children are starting their next phase of their school career and the Year 4 children will pay an important part in the next few weeks, helping others to feel secure, happy and confident.

 Below is a very brief outline of subjects your children will be studying this term.
We begin the year with a whole school topic called Save the World; this topic covers several subject areas such as Science, Personal Social and Health Education (PSHE), Geography, Information Communication Technology (ICT) and English. I hope this topic will really interest and motivate the children and set the standard for the year to come. 

In literacy the children learning about different text types including recounts and much of our work this half term will be linked to our Save the World and Democracy themes. We will also complete a unit of work called VCOP which covers Vocabulary, Connectives, Openings and Punctuation, before studying information texts, linked to our science topic, and finally poetry. Maths work will include, properties of numbers, partitioning, addition, subtraction, handling data and problem solving.

Science will concentrate upon the topics of Habitats, then Rocks and Soils.  Your child will learn about how habitats affect what animals eat and do. How animals adapt to suit their environments, food chains and food webs. The Rocks and Soils theme has many links with the geography topic of Mountains. 
Your child will work on key word processing skills and then music creation in ICT skills lessons. Work will link to literacy and geography topics in cross-curricular ICT.

For geography, we will study Mountain Environments, looking at how mountains are formed (linked to science) and how people live and work in such regions.
Miss Davidson will continue to teach music where the children will be exploring rhythmic patterns. Your child will also learn to play the recorder starting on Tuesday 11th October. The children need to bring a recorder to school with them please. This term pupils in Year 4 will also be learning to play a stringed instrument with a specialist music teacher.
Mr Franklyn from SASP will continue to teach PE; children will be working on striking and fielding skills.  

Miss Davidson will teach RE, the topic for this term is, What does it mean to belong to a religion?  The children will learn about some of the beliefs and practices of Islam and Christianity.                    

In PSHE and SEAL, the theme is New Beginnings and we will look at how to cope with changes and working with others. The children will also learn about Democracy, how MPs are elected and the history of the Houses of Parliament. 
Our art work will cover the use of colour in paintings, then the children will complete some 3D work linked to our geography topic.
Last but not least, in Design & Technology your child will be making a party hat for our class parties.
I hope this gives you a feel for the work your child will be doing. 
Mrs Weston and I will work hard to make your child feel part of Class 3 and this may take a few weeks. However, you can help your child immensely by allowing him/her to be more independent and use the systems we put into place and letting us know if there is something your child is worried about.
In a few weeks time your child will begin to have more formal homework, it will mainly consist of some:

 Literacy work, (spellings, reading (every night please), occasional research work and occasionally finishing written work). 

Maths, where your child will be reinforcing work previously studied and times-tables practice.

Topic work, this could be linked to humanities, science, or other subjects and will be usually once/ twice every half term.

Homework is an increasing part of your child’s education and should be completed at the correct time and in the right environment, not in the car or in front of the television, but at a table where it is quiet and your child can concentrate. You may help your child but please indicate how much help you have given them.
And finally, Mrs Weston and I have an open door policy, if you have concerns please speak to us or contact the school office to make an appointment.
I look forward to working with both you and your child over the next year.

Yours sincerely,
Kevin Roberts 

Class 3 teacher

