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BRENT KNOLL CHURCH OF ENGLAND

PRIMARY SCHOOL
Brent Street, Brent Knoll, Highbridge, Somerset TA9 4EQ

Telephone: (01278) 760546
   

E-Mail: office@brentknoll.somerset.sch.uk





Headteacher:  Karen. L. Davidson BA(QTS)hons, NPQH

Wednesday 7th September 2011 
Dear Parents,
Welcome back, we hope you enjoyed the summer break, and are ready for an exciting year ahead! We are starting the term with a whole school project called ‘Save the world!’
The topic will begin with a visit from Carymoor Environmental trust. They will carry out a range of activities and workshops with the year 1 and 2 children, which will include an opportunity for the children to make their own paper.  On Friday 21st September we will conclude our topic by having a superhero day.  We would like children to come to school in simple superhero costumes e.g leggings with pants over the top and a plain top. The children will be creating their own Logo as part of their ICT lesson. 
In Literacy we will begin by looking at stories with a familiar setting.  The children will be listening to, reading and learning stories around this with a superhero theme.  They will have opportunities to develop drama skills through by re-enacting stories, hot seating characters and interviewing characters from the stories.  They will also learn about story structure and write their own versions of stories.  Our non-fiction work will focus on labels, captions and instruction writing. Our poetry work this term will be on the theme recycling.  Throughout the term the children will work on their use of sentence punctuation and handwriting.  They will also receive daily phonics teaching and will be developing their reading skills through individual, whole class, group work and guided reading sessions.
In Numeracy this term we will begin by focusing on counting and the number system, learning to count in different multiples and to read, write and order numbers.  The children will develop their understanding of place value and their recall of number facts.  We will also work on addition, consolidating methods and introducing new ones to move the children forward.  Towards the end of the term we will move onto shape and measure, focusing on measuring length. 
In ICT the children will begin to learn a number of different skills which will include being able to open and close programs, open, save and print their work, and to log on and off the laptops independently, As well as to use a number of software programs to create their work which will include skills for modelling, creating pictures, labelling and producing data all related to our topic. 
Our Science unit this term is about the properties and uses of different materials.  The children will investigate materials and learn terms to describe their properties.  They will develop their sorting skills and will begin to choose materials most suitable for different purposes.  Children in Year Two will also be exploring how materials can be changed with heat or cold and will be investigating reversible and irreversible changes.  All the children will be developing their investigation skills of collecting evidence and communicating their findings.  

Throughout the term in Music the children will be exploring the topic ‘Long and Short' where they will explore how long and short sounds are combined to create different pieces of music and will create their own long and short sounds using vocal sounds, body percussion and percussion instruments. 
Our SEAL unit this term is called ‘New Beginnings’.  During this unit the children will be thinking about how it feels when things are different and how to handle these feelings.  We will begin by agreeing a new class charter together and will discuss the responsibilities of everyone in the class to make it a happy and safe learning environment.  
In PE class 1 will get the opportunity to develop gymnastic skills, through balancing activities. The children will be learning different ways of travelling, body shapes and jumps.  Class 2 will be doing Games through which the children will be focusing on developing their skills of sending, receiving and moving with a ball. They will also be learning about how to combine movements and gestures to create their own superhero dance.  The children will learn about the importance of exercise and of warming up your body first. 

In Art and DT children will have the opportunity to make a range of recycled products the children will learn a range of skills, including, weaving, clay work and colouring. 
Our Geography work will focus on how to be environmentally friendly the children will be learning about the 3r’s reduce, reuse, recycle. They will also have the opportunity to look at ways of improving this in school and at home. 
In RE the children will be learning more about ‘why times are special’.  They will take part in discussion, sharing personal experiences as well as looking at special times for Christians and comparing these to the Hindu celebration Diwalli. 
Work in all areas will be differentiated with reference to age and ability.  The key learning objectives are the same for all children in Year One regardless of class.  If you would like any further information or clarification please ask.
Many thanks for your help.

Yours sincerely,

Jenny Deacon and Hayley Stewart
