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BRENT KNOLL CHURCH OF ENGLAND

PRIMARY SCHOOL
Brent Street, Brent Knoll, Highbridge, Somerset TA9 4EQ

Telephone: (01278) 760546
   Fax: (01278) 769075

E-Mail: office@brentknoll.somerset.sch.uk





Headteacher:  Karen. L. Davidson BA(QTS)hons, NPQH

Friday 9th January 2009
Dear Parents,
Our theme for this term is Toys,

In Numeracy we will begin the term working on the children’s calculation strategies alongside their understanding of place value and ability to recognise and order numbers.  We will continue to develop the children’s counting skills and work on securing their number facts.  We will also be working on the children’s understanding of shape and their data handling skills.  
In Literacy we are once again beginning the term looking at stories with a familiar setting, moving onto traditional tales.  We will then be using non-fiction texts with the children and they will be learning how to use and write information texts based around our topic of toys.  We will finish the term looking at poetry and the children will have the opportunity to write their own poems on a theme.  Alongside individual reading, children will continue to develop reading skills through whole class, group work and guided reading sessions.

In Science we will be exploring pushes and pulls in relation to movement, developing the understanding that for an object to start to move, change direction or stop moving a force (push or pull) is needed.  The children will also be continuing to develop their predictions by giving reasons for their thinking.  They will be working on making their own suggestions about how to investigate a question and will be introduced to the concept of fair testing in Year Two.
In ICT we will be developing the children’s understanding that devices need instructions to work and will be using the bee bots, roamers and the 2Go program to illustrate this.  The children will practise programming these devices giving individual/series of instructions to follow a given path.  The children will continue to practise their basic skills of logging on/off, opening programs, saving and retrieving work on the computer as well.
In RE the children will be exploring the importance of special books.  They will think about their own special books, the importance of the Bible as the special book for Christians and will begin to relate this to the importance of the Torah for Jews.
Our SEAL unit this term is called ‘Going for goals’.  During this unit the children will be thinking about the importance of setting goals and how they can achieve these through planning, persistence and patience. 
 In History we are learning about how toys have changed over time.  The children will have the opportunity to look at old and new toys and compare these.  They will begin to ask questions about how and why they have changed over time and develop their understanding of how we can find out about the past.  
We will continue to learn about the travels of the class bear in Geography.  Please let us know if you are planning a trip at a weekend or during a school holiday and would like the bear to accompany you.  We will also be looking at toys around the world, exploring how and why children in different countries play with different toys.  The children will have the opportunity to explore the location of these countries on maps and globes and discuss the similarities and differences between living there and in our country.
In Art and Design and Technology the children will be developing their observational skills by looking at old and new toys and creating drawings and using clay to create sculptures.  They will be looking at the work of Picasso and exploring this in their own art.  The children will also be designing and making their own toy cars. 
During PE the children will continue to work on their use of space, controlling and passing balls (including using rackets) and will begin to use interception and evading tactics in simple games.  They will begin to develop control and use of different parts of the body in gymnastics and begin to use simple apparatus to create simple sequences. 
In Music the children will be exploring pitch.  They will be listening for changes in pitch in music, using their voices and tuned percussion to create high, medium and low sounds and beginning to use symbols as simple annotation for changes in pitch.
Work in all areas will be differentiated with reference to age and ability.  The key learning objectives are the same for all children in Year One regardless of class.  If you would like any further information or clarification please ask.

Many thanks for your help.

Yours sincerely,

Ruth Sheridan and Jenny Deacon

