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BRENT KNOLL CHURCH OF ENGLAND

PRIMARY SCHOOL
Brent Street, Brent Knoll, Highbridge, Somerset TA9 4EQ

Telephone: (01278) 760546
   Fax: (01278) 769075

E-Mail: office@brentknoll.somerset.sch.uk





Headteacher:  Karen. L. Davidson BA(QTS)hons, NPQH

Tuesday 12th January 2010  Classes 1 and 2
Dear Parents,
We are beginning the new term thinking about the theme of ‘Fantasy Worlds’.  

The children will be sharing and writing stories with fantasy settings, focusing on their use of descriptive language and speech.  They will be learning to use pastels to create their own fantasy scenes.  They will also be making a story box for a fantasy setting, with stand up scenery and will mould their own story character.  We will be sharing poems about fantasy settings and the children will read and write their own silly poems. 
We will continue to look at the travels of our class bears and will be revisiting some of the locations they have been to already.  The children will learn more about these places, finding them on maps, considering how the bear would have travelled and what weather he would have had whilst there.  They will then consider the kinds of places they would like to visit and think about where in the world we would find these places.

Later in the term we will move onto the theme of ‘Bright Sparks’.

In Science the children will be thinking about sources of light and learning the difference between natural and man-made light.  They will be learning that we need light to see and investigating reflective surfaces.  Class 2 will also be learning about electrical safety and how to make a working electrical circuit to make a bulb light.  The children will develop their use of scientific vocabulary and ways of communicating what they have found out.  We will use these skills in Literacy to develop the children’s use of labels and captions as a way of communicating information clearly. 

In Numeracy this term we will continue to follow the National Strategy Units, working on the children’s understanding of the number system, recall of number facts, understanding of shape, measuring of weight and reading the time.  We will also continue to work on the children’s individual maths targets.
Class 1 will be focusing on their Games skills this term, developing their control of objects using bean bags and large balls.  They will also be learning how to hold a bat correctly and how to use a bat to control and pass objects.
Class 2 will be continuing their work in Gym, building on the travelling, body shapes and jumps they developed last term.  They will learn how to use a wider range of apparatus safely and effectively whilst learning new rolls and balances.  They will also be thinking about how to link movements into a sequence and how to improve and refine these.  

This term our ICT will be based on word processing, linked to both Fantasy Worlds and Light.  Through this the children will be developing their use of the keyboard.  They will be learning the position of the letters on the keyboard and how to use the space bar, backspace and shift key.  The children in Year Two will be using word processing to produce a longer piece of text, learning how to use the enter key for presentation and arrow keys to edit their work.  The children will also continue to develop their computer skills of logging on and off, opening and closing programs, saving and retrieving their work whilst also developing their mouse control.
Our RE work this term will be about milestones in family life.  We have asked the children to bring in photographs to share with the class of any ‘milestone’ events in their own lives or even their parents’ lives, for examples a christening, graduation, wedding, special birthday celebration, wedding anniversary.  Please send these into school in a named envelope.  The children will learn more about the important events that mark the stages in people lives and will begin to consider how these are celebrated differently in different families or religions.
Throughout the term our SEAL focus will be about ‘Going for Goals!’  The children will think about what they are good at and what they would like to improve.  They will learn how to set themselves simple goals and how to break these into manageable, achievable stages.  They will think about how they feel when they achieve their goals and how they can support other people in reaching theirs.  
In Music the children will continue to explore beat and rhythm, and begin to learn about pitch.  They will listen carefully to a range of music to hear the changes in beat, rhythm and pitch, using their bodies to show the changes they have heard.  They will also begin to use simple tuned percussion instruments and symbols to play and represent pitch.  The children will also learn to sing songs related to our themes.
Work in all areas will be differentiated with reference to age and ability.  The key learning objectives are the same for all children in Year One regardless of class.  If you would like any further information or clarification please ask.

Many thanks for your help.

Yours sincerely,

Jenny Deacon and Ruth Sheridan
Class teachers
