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BRENT KNOLL CHURCH OF ENGLAND

PRIMARY SCHOOL
Brent Street, Brent Knoll, Highbridge, Somerset  TA9 4EQ

Telephone: (01278) 760546
   
E-Mail: office@brentknoll.somerset.sch.uk
Headteacher:  Karen. L. Davidson BA(QTS)hons, NPQH
5th September 2011.

Dear Parents,

Welcome back, I hope you have all had an enjoyable and restful holiday. We have lots of exciting plans for the term ahead and as always please don’t hesitate to ask if you have any queries. I will always try to speak to you at the earliest possible convenience, but if this proves difficult please speak to either Mrs. Mylrea who is in class first thing on Thursday and Friday or Mrs. Stockham who will be with us first thing Monday to Wednesday and they will ensure that I am aware of your concern, alternatively contact Mrs Fice in the office to arrange a mutually convenient meeting time.
Our Literacy plans for the term are varied and exciting. We are starting the term with a whole school topic of “Save The World,” which will look at recycling and energy saving. As we mentioned last term we will be visiting Carymoor recycling centre during the first week of term to develop this topic. In the second part of the first half term we will be studying Democracy, which will culminate in elections for our School Council and finally just before half term we will be working on VCOP, a method of extending and improving all types of writing. After half term we will be developing our narrative writing by studying good quality Children’s literature.

Mathematically we will be following the National Numeracy Strategy, with particular emphasis on place value and multiplication, written and mental methods of addition and subtraction, problem solving and data handling. Our numeracy targets will be based on recall of number facts and further information will be sent out about this.
Children in year 4 will use ‘ Cool Readers’ and children in years 5 and 6 will be taking on the genre challenge(separate details attached). Reading is crucial for children at the top of KS2, now is the chance for them to widen their reading material, which in turn develops their written work. Hopefully they will also develop a lifelong love of books. Children are responsible for changing their own books, reading folders are not routinely checked, although of course we do remind them.
In Science years 5 and 6 will follow units on Keeping Healthy, Dissolving and How we see things. Year 4 will look at Habitats and Rocks and Soil. Our Geography topic this term looks at mountains and linked to this is a great art task to create mountains of our own.(if anyone has pieces of plywood or similar to spare to use as bases we would be very grateful!) Our D and T work will be based upon designing and creating our mountains and later in the term to design and make festive headgear! PSHE and SEAL will be linked to our Democracy work and also focusing upon new beginnings. In IT years 5 and 6 will be working on spreadsheets and CAD work, year 4 will be working on keyboard skills and how to manipulate sound.

PE will focus on striking and fielding activities and the children will also take part in training in order to become playleaders for children in classes 1 and 2 at lunchtimes. In French lessons we will be looking at language associated with ourselves and our life at school.
In RE the children will be considering the question “What does it mean to belong to a religion?” and learning about some of the beliefs and practices of Islam. 
The children will be learning about “rounds” in music. Year 4 children will all be taught to play a stringed instrument by a music specialist during the autumn term. The recorder will continue to be taught as part of general music lessons and recorders need to be in school on Mondays please.

Homework will be given weekly for Maths and regularly for Literacy and Science. Research homework will also be given from time to time. If your child finds any of their homework difficult please encourage them to speak to me or please feel free to write a note on the homework. There is a homework drawer in the classroom, please encourage your child to be responsible for their own work. Diaries will be an important part of life in Class 4 for all year groups, although years 5 and 6 have a more sophisticated version in order to prepare them for secondary education. Diaries need to be checked and signed at home ready to be looked at in school each Monday.

We have an exciting term ahead and as ever hope that we will be able to work together to ensure the very best for your child.
Yours sincerely
Mrs A Banham
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